Scripps Clinical Research Development Award 2010
The Scripps Clinical Research Development Award (SCRDA) is a grant for up to $50,000 for one year awarded to Scripps Health Investigators to conduct a pilot study in clinical research. The purpose of the award and study is to assist investigators in developing preliminary data, which would allow for a subsequent, competitive, externally funded, nationally peer-reviewed grant application.
Application for and Conditions of the SCRDA
Applications for the award are accepted semi-annually, with deadlines for submission falling on June 11th  and September 10th. A description of the application and directions for applying are provided below; an application form can be found at the end of this document.

Eligibility and Conditions
· Scripps Health employees and affiliated health care providers, including attending physicians, nurses, pharmacists, and other allied health professionals caring for patients at Scripps facilities, are eligible to receive funds

· Scripps facilities and patients must be used for the study

· Scripps IRB must review the study

· Commitment by the investigator to use Scripps facilities and IRB for subsequent studies supported by the pilot study
Budget Restrictions

· Funds cannot be requested for:

· Travel other than to perform the proposed work
· Funds can be requested for:

· Laboratory or technical support personnel

· Consultants

· Small equipment

· Materials and supplies

· Other, as justified

Expectations

· Principal investigators who are granted awards are expected to:

· Present a seminar to Scripps Health researchers at the beginning of the project describing the proposed research and at the end of the project describing the results

· While positive pilot data may not be publishable as a refereed journal article, an attempt to communicate a successful project as an abstract or poster presentation at a conference is expected.
Timing and Review of the SCRDA

Applications are accepted two times a year with deadlines on June 11th and September 10th. Applications for the award will be reviewed within six weeks of the submission deadline and applicants will be notified of the results on July 26th and October 25th (for June and September deadlines respectively). Funds will be made available on August 1st (June deadline) and November 1st (September deadline).
Applications will be reviewed by a committee composed of Scripps Health and The Scripps Research Institute (as needed) research directors, physicians, allied health professionals, a biostatistician and outside experts if required. Criteria for review of the applications will emphasize the following:

· Should the goals of the project be met, will the data form a compelling base for an externally funded, peer-reviewed grant application: this criterion is the most important one for review
· Are the goals and specific aims of the project realistic and achievable within the budget and time period

· Importance of the health issue addressed

· Degree of innovation

· Experience of the principal investigator and / or PI’s collaborator(s) / mentor(s)

· Degree to which the project includes collaboration over the Scripps-wide hospital organization

· Publishable results 
Application Guidelines

The entire application consists of the sections described below.
1. Cover Page

2. Abstract (no longer than 500 words)
3. Justification for combined Pilot/SCRDA grant submission (if applicable)

4. Revised applications: Response to previous review

5. Research Proposal (no more than four pages consisting of the following four sections)
a. Specific Aims 
b. Background and Significance

c. Preliminary Studies

d. Research Plan

6. Literature Cited

7. Budget and Justification

8. Current support for proposed research

9. Specific grant opportunities for future research

10. Curriculum vitae for the investigator, co-investigator(s) and collaborator(s) 

11. Letters of Collaboration and Support
Submitting the Application

Applications will now be submitted using the STSI website portal: www.stsiweb.org (Funding Initiatives)
Applications should be followed up with a replicate application cover page with original signatures of the investigator and department head mailed to the address below:
Scripps Translational Science Institute
Attn: Pilot/SCRDA Award Division
3344 North Torrey Pines Court, Suite 300
La Jolla, CA 92037
Alternate: Mail Drop SGM300

Instructions and Explanations
An application form and templated pages follow this Instructions and Explanations section. The following font and margin guidelines are to be followed: 
· Font size should be 11 point in black typeface (preferably Arial or Times New Roman)
· Margins should be at least 0.5 inches
· Lines should be single spaced with no more than 6 lines per inch. 
Letter of Intent (NEW)

A Letter of Intent (LOI) is now required for all SCRDA applications. Not to exceed one page, the LOI should include a brief description of your project or specific aims, whether you will be submitting your SCRDA as a combined application with an STSI Pilot/Methodological grant award, justification for this decision and any collaborators you will be working with. Include any necessary contact/assistant information.

Cover Page
Self-explanatory. New section for Combined Pilot/SCRDA submission.
Scripps Health Investigators may apply concurrently for an STSI Pilot/Methodological grant award to supplement the aims of their SCRDA proposal, similar to matching funds. Examples include (1) submission of an STSI Pilot award to develop translational research to be carried out in a clinical trial setting using the SCRDA award, (2) submission of an STSI Methodological award to develop algorithyms immediately useful in a clinical setting with funding and research time necessary to be covered by the SCRDA award, (3) submission of an STSI Pilot award with regards to community engagement research and the SCRDA award to further carry-out the research developed into the community at large.
Abstract

State the project's aims, goals, design and methods for achieving the project's goals.  Describe how this project supports or furthers the charitable mission of Scripps Health in one or more of the following areas: (i) patient care services; (ii) medical research and / or education; or (iii) otherwise providing benefit to the community of San Diego. The abstract should be limited to 500 words, descriptive and directed at a general audience; the author should assume that the abstract will be distributed for general public information.
Revised Applications: Response to previous review

If the current application is a revision of a previously submitted application please address the reviewers’ comment(s) in this section. The applicant should quote the original comment(s) to which the response is directed. While there is no page limit for this section the applicant is advised to make the response succinct and to the point and NOT to use this section to insert extra data or effectively lengthen the four page limit of the research proposal. 
Research Proposal

The entire research proposal should contain the four sections described below and be no longer than four pages. Applications containing a research section longer than four pages will not be reviewed.
Specific Aims:  This section should succinctly list the long term goals or objectives of the project. Specific aims should address issues such as; what is the hypothesis being tested, is a new technology being tested or developed, is a novel paradigm being tested, etc. A single paragraph per specific aim should be sufficient.
Background and Significance: Briefly describe the background of the field being addressed in the application. Do not provide a detailed literature survey but rather provide a synopsis of where the field is now, the current knowledge and how the proposed project will supplement and advance current knowledge. Include the breadth of the health issue addressed and how the field will be affected if the project is successful. Because the proposal is designed to generate preliminary data it is acknowledged that the results will not be sufficient to change current practice. Consequently, describe how a successful pilot project will allow for more comprehensive studies to be initiated. 
Preliminary Data: If there are any preliminary studies directly relevant to the proposal performed by the research team, they should be described here. This section should demonstrate the investigator / research team’s expertise or training in the field and should establish the competence of the investigator / team to undertake the proposed study. In the absence of preliminary data, the investigator should use this section to fully describe the expertise of the research team with respect to successfully executing the proposed work.
Research Design and Methods: Describe how you will perform the work. It is helpful to organize this section to align with the specific aims. How will each specific aim be accomplished, what is the experimental design to be used, etc?  Include how data will be collected (clinical and laboratory methods) and how it will be analyzed. The last part of this section should include a timetable, as a chronological, bulleted list describing significant milestones in the project, how long they will take, and when they will be accomplished. This list should include items such as: time to create a protocol and obtain IRB approval; estimates for patient recruiting time; length of time to gather data; time for data analysis; approximate project completion date.
Literature Cited
This should contain all references cited in the research proposal.

Budget and Justification

Use this page to describe the budget, broken down into the listed categories. Please follow the guidelines for acceptable costs described earlier. Include a detailed justification / explanation for each expense. You may also include a brief explanation of your Pilot award budget/justification, if applicable.
Current Support for Proposed Research

Please state any support this research is receiving.

Specific Grant Opportunities for Future Research

If any opportunities for peer reviewed competitive grants in the area of research are available (e.g. NIH Requests for Applications, Program Announcements) they should be described here and limited to the space provided. Because the potential for further research is a significant component of the review process the applicant should make every effort to demonstrate in this section that grant opportunities exist for the continuation of a successful research plan. 
Biographical sketches for the principal investigator, co-investigator(s) and collaborator(s)

Use the template provided to prepare this section for all investigators and collaborators. The Biographical Sketch may not exceed 4 pages. This 4-page limit includes the table at the top of the first page. 

Complete the educational block at the top of the format page, and complete the following sections:

Positions and Honors: List in chronological order previous positions, concluding with the present position. List any honors. 

Publications: List selected peer-reviewed publications or manuscripts in press (in chronological order). Do not include manuscripts submitted or in preparation. 

Research Support: List both selected ongoing and completed research projects for the past three years. Begin with the projects that are most relevant to the research proposed in the application. Briefly indicate the overall goals of the projects and responsibilities of the key person identified on the Biographical Sketch.
Do not confuse "Research Support" with "Current Support for Proposed Research." "Research Support" highlights your accomplishments, and those of your colleagues, as scientists. This information will be used by the reviewers in the assessment of each individual's qualifications for a specific role in the proposed project, as well as to evaluate the overall qualifications of the research team. 
Letters of Collaboration and Support

If you have proposed to include mentors or collaborators and sites from the Scripps-wide hospital system, or included outside consultants in your research plan, letters of support are extremely important to demonstrate that the proposed support is in place. 
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